


 
 
 
 
 



 

English translation 

Country by Luisa Taliento 
RELAX AMONGST THE VINES  

 

Wishing to loose yourself amongst the vast estates dedicated to wine that offer you 

tastings and the chance to take home wine fresh from the cellar door? This is exactly 
what can be found in Tuscany, at Villa Mangiacane, a small luxury resort owned by 

Glynn Cohen, who looked to bring the atmosphere of his South Africa only few kilometres 
outside of Florence. You enter through a road lined with Cyprus trees and lavender 
bushes. At the end of it stands the terracotta-red front of a 16th Century Villa, believed to 
have been designed by Michelangelo for Cardinal Francesco Maria Machiavelli, the 

uncle of the famous Nicolò. The garden is an open-air museum of Shona Art – an artistic 
movement born in Zimbabwe and considered the most important to have come out of 
Africa in the 20th Century. The guests can stroll in the vineyards, take cookery lessons or 

simply relax and read in the fresco covered rooms (tel. 02 72136881, secretsline-
hotels.com) 
 

 


